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President’s Report.
Well! What a year that turned out to be. Casey U3A started out full of hope, offering more
courses and classes than ever, to potentially more members than ever and
then..................BOOF!.... It all came crashing down. We went from everything to nothing just
like that.
But it didn’t stop us. In a very short space of time we had a completely new and different
program running on Zoom. We learnt a lot, members learnt a lot and together we survived to
fight another day. That’s what U3A is all about, trying something different, having a go,
improving our knowledge and ultimately surprising ourselves. One of the most challenging
aspects of the whole process was trying to keep members socially connected. We sent out
cards to those who we knew were potentially isolated. Tutors managed to keep in contact with
their class members by various means.
At one point we were offering 30 classes on Zoom which was more than 50% of our planned
program. And would you believe it our membership was still increasing, albeit slowly.
It doesn’t end there either. At a meeting in October as part of U3A Network’s Building
Community’s project we met with City of Casey council and someone mentioned the words
“Summer School”. Well, say no more! As soon as the words were uttered our Vice President
Chris Trimnell and her development team were on the case and in next to no time we had a
Summer School program ready to go. We thank everyone involved especially all of the tutors.
The program started on December 1st and will run through to the end of January, with a break
over the Christmas holidays. We are offering 16 classes to existing members as well as
senior’s from the public, all at no cost because the program costs are being underwritten by
the council. You may have noticed that two road signs have been erected to advertise the
Summer School program and these were sponsored by Barry Plant Estate Agents. We thank
them for their support. The Summer School has also led to an increase in our membership
numbers and we are not far off the total that we achieved last year.
Where to from here? Planning for next year has already started. The program will look broadly
similar to this year but it will also be very different. You should expect that some favourite
classes will be at different venues and may even be at different days and times. There are
various reasons for the changes not least among them being Covid rules. These rules dictate
how many people can occupy any particular space. We ask that members bear that fact in
mind if some of you are unable to get into a class of your choice.
We have already announced that enrolments for next year will take place at Brentwood Park
Neighbourhood House on 28th January starting at 10.00am. The actual program will

commence on Monday 15th February. Full details will be sent out in the New Year and don’t
forget 2021 will only cost you $25.
I just want to finish on a sad note. Some of you already know that our former Treasurer, Ron
Brooker, passed away recently. Ron was a great bloke and a great friend to Casey U3A. His
advice and his humour will be missed and we send our condolences to his wife, Dot and also
to Ron’s family.
Keep safe, have a good Christmas and we will see you all in the New Year.

Colin Whitney
President

Keeping a sketchbook

A Sketchbook Course on Zoom – some Pros and Cons
Kathleen Newman (tutor)
The Keeping a Sketchbook class on Zoom has been a steep learning curve for both the tutor
and class members! There have been both Pros and Cons to using Zoom.
For me as the tutor, each Zoom class has required more concentration and more preparation
time than face-to-face classes with a blackboard. This should get easier with practice.
However the ease of sharing resources on the internet has made for a more interesting and
dynamic course.
We lost socializing in physical space but Zoom sessions offer an intimacy which is lacking in a
classroom space especially if the room is large. This intimacy encouraged other sorts of
beneficial interaction between class members. “Show and Tell” was easier in a Zoom session.
They seemed less apprehensive about sharing their work and this helped everyone learn from
each other’s difficulties. Members also seemed less shy to chat and share their personal lives
during the informal chat time at the end of each class.
Zoom classes certainly offer benefits. The best scenario would be to have a combination of
both Zoom and face-to-face classes. Is Zoom here to stay for U3A’s? I guess time will tell.
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When restrictions were eased in November, a few course members (past and present) took
advantage of some nice weather to sketch in Pioneers Park, Berwick. Of course we were all
masked and socially distanced.

Tai Chi and Walking Soccer

Friday December 4th was a lovely catch up in Wilson Botanic Park with some of the Tai Chi
members we have not been able to see during the year. Christina Yong our teacher, still
smiling and cheerful AND having baked her famous Pandan cake was delighted and delightful.
Unfortunately, as everyone is finding, things are getting very busy and a lot of the girls had
other events they were committed to. Peggy Kee did a terrific job getting the word out to us on
such short notice. To see our lovely friends, Jill and Fern particularly, was really heartwarming. We were tucked snugly in the beautiful shaded bbq area just on the main drive and
much conversation was indulged in. There was also much enthusiasm and hope for a return to
classes in February.
Outdoor Tai Chi encouraged 16-17 people to come down to Akoonah Park to be together to
enjoy the strength and peace this practice brings. Even the lawn mower man on the oval next
to us did not stop our zoning out, well not much anyway, ha ha. People laugh at me when I say
Tai Chi is a team sport but when you see that many people peacefully, slowly, strongly walking
in unison together it’s a true statement. It was truly beautiful, and fun!! Also Tai Chi was very
useful for those of us who had tried out the Walking Football the day before.

As I start to think what I should write about Walking Football my face breaks into a huge smile
ready to laugh. We had a ball. Young Steven from Football Australia looked to be having as
much fun as the rest of us. Although I imagine we were like the saying “trying to herd cats”.
Some of us had a lot of trouble not running as those of us who had played competitive sport in
the past – see ball get ball comes to mind. For a bunch of Aussi oldies it was very funny how
many “soccer” rules we knew and only brought up when it meant the ball would go to “my
“team.

Thank goodness one of the ladies remembered “you’re not allowed to pull your t/shirt over
your head when you kick a goal anymore”! Hmmm
Or when we were given a ball between two people to practise with and my old netball friend
passed it to me by hand.
We managed to all survive 3 halves and both sides kicked some goals but everyone had a
laugh. All are going back for more.’

Thank you so much U3a committee for all your hard work, just know it is appreciated
and so needed by others.

Helen McGrath

THE LITERATURE CLASS
Sometimes our play readings extend over 3 weeks, and
some novels take more time than two weeks. The dates
shown are indicative only, and as has been our
practice, we will allow flexibility to reshape our
program as may sometimes be wise.

2021 Period
Much Ado about Nothing

W.S

A Reading

2/2 + 9/2 + 16/2

Our Selection Novel S.Rudd

23/2 + 2/3

T.S.Eliot

Selected Poems

9/3

Harp From The South

Novel

16/3 + 23/3

A Man For All Seasons.

Play reading

23/3 + 30/3 + 13/4

Easter Break 6/4
Poetry: Clive James Favourite

Poems

20/4

Kidnapped

R.L. Stephenson.

Novel

27/4 + 4/5

Travels With My Aunt G. Green.

Novel

11/5 + 18/5

Twelfth Night

A reading

25/5 + 1/6 + 8/6

Keats

15/6

W.S

Poetry:

Member Reviews of Books being read
Brave New World

Huxley

Novel.

22/6
29/6+ 6/7

Semester Break optional 13/7 20/7 27/7
OR
Carry On Jeeves

Wodehouse

Poems by New Australians

13/7 + 20/7
27/7

The Outsider

Camus

Novel

3/8 + 10/8

The Importance of Being Earnest
Oscar Wilde

A reading

17/8 + 24/8 + 31/8

+Discussion: Favourite Heroes and Villains.

7/9

Why are they notable? What eﬀect do they have on us? How do Villains and Heroes
change with the years?
Robinson Crusoe Defoe.
Poet:

Novel

14/9 + 21/9

Wordsworth

28/9

My Brother Jack.
Winter

Ali Smith.

5/10 + 12/10
Novel

19/10 + 26/10

Cup Day

2/11

From the Illiad: The Death of Hector

16/11

“A Christmas Carol” and “The Cricket by the Hearth”
Two of Dickens famous Christmas stories

Christmas Social 30/11

23/11

Strum Club

Since Covid-19 came along some members of the Casey U3A strum club have been
meeting weekly on Zoom. It has been fun but not as good as the, to quote Russell Morris,
‘real thing”. Tuesday 17th November changed all that. For the first time members met in the
flesh at Akoonah Park under the veranda of the new scout building. The 2 hour session flew
pretty quickly, as it always does, between playing songs and socialising.
A happy session for those who turned up.
With the end of lock down we will have one more meeting and then a break for December
and January.

The Bush Walking Group
(Bush Walkers are a camera shy bunch)

Bushwalking Mount
Martha to the Briars

Beautiful Views

The Suburban Walking Group
(Not so shy)

Berwick Springs

Computer Forums
Those of us that use digital devices well know that at times they have a mind of their own,
generally when we want to access something immediately. Oh the hours we spend asking
why won't it work?
Well Noel is upfront in saying he does not know everything; but he does have the
attributes of an educator and demonstrates that education is only the start of a life of
always learning new things. Welcome to the digital age.
For those who are not technically minded; how does the computer group help? Well the
one thing we all have in common is a desire to learn, whether it is a look and see for a
meeting or two, to those that are frequent flyers with enough points to direct you to the
well where knowledge is found.
The well has so many levels that relief is available to all who come:
For what is termed the good, the bad and the ugly:That basic starting block of any electronic device the operating system known by various
names but for this - Windows 10.
The part we can feel inclusively - the hardware.
The instructions that tell windows what we want done - the software.
For the safety and protection of all:Noel investigates, researches, tests; and reports his findings. Encourages us to investigate,
research, test; and share with each other in a non judgmental way.
At the conclusion of each meeting that most wonderful gift to the group - "Is there
anything you want to know or discuss for our next meeting".
With thanks to the members of the computer group.

James McKee

Enrolments for 2021.
Dear Casey U3A Member,
In normal circumstances our enrolments for next year would take place in early December. Due to
the Covid situation and the fact that we will be running a Summer School for Seniors during
December and January, enrolments for 2021 will not open until

10.00am on Thursday, January 28th 2021.
Please do not attempt to renew your membership before the above date
and time.
Enrolments will take place at Brentwood Park Neighbourhood House in
Bemersyde Drive, Berwick.
Postal applications to our normal address and accompanied with a Cheque will be
accepted but not processed until the above date.
Regarding payment of Fees: - In line with a great many other businesses, this year we will
require payments to be “contactless”. That is to say we will not accept coins or notes. We
will accept cheques. Members renewing or joining online will still be able to use PayPal,
using their own account or a Credit or Debit card. We will advise later if we will accept
payment by another means.

Fees for 2021 will be: (Note: - we acknowledge the Covid impact on many members this year and as such
are offering reduced fees for 2021).
$25.00 for Full Membership (Jan – Dec). ($12.50 – July – Dec).
$10.00 for Associate Membership (Jan – Dec). ($5 - July – Dec).
Tutors, Co Tutors and Committee members are not required to pay fees.
Full information regarding classes will be sent out to you in good time.
Thank You.

Colin Whitney. President

A touch of humour

I never thought the comment “I wouldn’t touch them with a six-foot pole” would
become a national policy, but here we are!

One of the shortest wills ever written: “Being of sound mind, I spent all
the money.”

